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fair (when those bad roads are at the best), was one continued rain for two months ; so that at length they were nearly stuck fast, and had as much as they could do to drag back their cannon through the. mud. Lastly, that France brought into the -field, and has kept up until very lately, the immense number of 600,000 troops. This has been done at an average expense of about five millions sterling per month beyond their resources, and yet they have ordered a like army for the next campaign, and talk boldly of meeting Great Britain also upon her element. What say you to that, Monsieur le Financier? But I will tell you in your ear that, in spite of that blustering, they will do much to avoid a war with Britain, if the people will let them. But truth is, that the populace of Paris influence, in a great degree, the public counsels. I think they will have quite as many men as they can maintain ; but what that may amount to is hard to determine. The ministers here are a most extraordinary people ; they make nothing of difficulties, as you shall judge by a simple trait of M. Pache,* the Minister at War. He had sent Beuernonville to occupy the Moselle River down to Coblentz, taking Treves and other places in his way. Now this way lies through a very difficult, mountainous country, in which the snow is already very deep; therefore Beuernonville, having got a little neck of land between the Saar and the Moselle, puts his troops into winter-quarters, pleading their nakedness as an excuse. The minister has sent him a brace of commissioners, who have power to impress in
* Jean Nicholas Pache, son of the Marshal de Castries's Swiss porter, received a liberal education. He connected himself with Brissot, and was ambitious to become a minister. In 1792 he succeeded Servan in the War Department. Madame Roland, in her memoirs, speaks of the peculation and profuse expenditure of Pache's administration as horrible. He was made Mayor of Paris in 1793, survived the Reign of Terror, contrived to escape prosecution for his various misdeeds, left Paris in 1797, and lived in obscurity.
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